changes in agriculture, social forestry and other allied rural reconstruction
activities. These research cells or units should convey their findings to
the policy-makers, administrators and voluntary agencies to take up
suitable programmes for poverty alleviation.
Short-term
Short-term measures are known, as clear as day-light.
Land reforms, setting up of Land Tribunals for quick settlement of
land disputes and restoration of alienated lands to tribals, ameliorative
measures like employment generation, translation into reality the
minimum wage legislations and norms, periodical revision of minimum
wages, debt relief (without seepages through corruption), supply of
essential commodities at subsidised rates, provision of medical and
educational facilities, abolition of forest contractors system and adequate
price for forest produce through tribal cooperatives, and a humane
approach demand priority.
Abolition of bonded labour, formation of labour contract societies,
recruitment of tribals in government service including police and other
para-military services, development of forest and mineral based industries
with guaranteed employment to the tribals, special schemes for drop-out
students, checking money lending and easy credit facilities with regulated
interest rate constitute the second set of short-term action plan.
In view of the specialised nature of the schemes, officers should
be posted and transferred after careful consideration but not frequently
and indiscriminately. Working hours of government office may be
adjusted to suit the convenience of citizens. Incentives may be continued
to those who want to surrender their arms and offer to live like any other
citizens. A committee of officials and non-officials may be constituted
to oversee implementation of promises made by the government,
previous as well as the present. A Committee of Government officials,
public representatives and party workers may be constituted to oversee
promises made by the government, previous as well as the present, and
implementation of land reforms, village development programmes and
relief measures. Simultaneously, in order to create a favourable
atmosphere, government should agree to an impartial agency to look
into the deaths, convictions, trials, detention of persons on the basis of
inadequate or fake evidence.
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